
Arbor Day Poster Winner 
(pg. 2)

Conservation Farm of the Year
(pg. 3)

Cover Crop and Seeds
 (pg. 4)

Fall Fish Order Form 
 (pg. 5-6)

Event Announcement
(pg. 7)

Box Tree Moth Quarantine
 (pg. 7)

In This 
Issue: 

District news & UpdatesDistrict news & Updates

Thank you!Thank you!

S u m m e r  2 0 2 4S u m m e r  2 0 2 4
N e w s l e t t e rN e w s l e t t e r

G e n e s e e  C o u n t y  S o i l  a n d  W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t

This years Tree &
Shrub Program sold
over 12,000 seedlings!
We want to thank all
the volunteers who
helped pack all the
orders and to the
Agricultural Society
for allowing us to host
out of the Agricultural
Museum Building!

Genesee County Soil & Water Conservation
District is currently transitioning to new
email addresses. Please be aware that
addresses will be updated on our website
and other forms of outreach. 

Thank you for your patience!

Providing Today, Protecting Tomorrow Since 1944
29 Liberty Street, Suite 3, Batavia, NY 14020   585-343-2362 x 5
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Students at Byron-Bergen Central School participated in the 2024 Arbor Day
“Trees, Bees, and Me” Poster Contest! Students were asked to creatively

express how the relationship between trees and pollinators, such as bees,
provide for us throughout each day. Staff at GCSWCD awarded McKenzie

with a 1st place certificate and chocolates from Oliver’s Candies! We want to
thank all of the students who participated! Be sure to check out McKenzie’s

poster at our booth during the Genesee County Fair on July 20th-27th!

�n��e��e��s 
1 cup white 
  sugar
4 cups water

�n��r��t��n� 
Add sugar to boiling water

Cool to room temp
Add to favorite feeder!
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C o n t e s t  W i n n e r !C o n t e s t  W i n n e r !

Arbor Day Poster Winner...
McKenzie!

of Byron-Bergen Central School

McKenzie with her “Trees, Bees, and Me” poster
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Safer 
for me!



Since 1959, the Genesee County 
Soil and Water Conservation
District has honored a deserving 
agricultural producer with the
Conservation Farm of the Year 
Award. This award is given to a
producer that has displayed a 
long-term commitment to 
sustainable conservation, leads 
by example, and implements farm 
conservation best management
practices. 

The 2023 recipient is 
Cupicha Family Farm
in Bethany, NY!

After immigrating from Poland in 1933, the Cupicha family established their
farm in Bethany, NY. The farm is currently owned and operated by Mark
Cupicha, a 3rd generation farmer. Mark operates the farm with the key values
that were instilled in him from previous generations, which emphasize high
quality care of his land and animals. The farm currently operates
approximately 405 acres of land, of which 225 acres are tillable. Throughout
the years, the Cupicha family has found success as both a dairy and beef
operation through exceptional animal husbandry and growing high-quality
feed. 

The farm sits between the Upper Headwaters of the Black Creek Watershed
and the Little Tonawanda Creek Watershed, adjacent to the Genesee County
Park and Forest. A large majority of the farm’s cropland is on steep sloping
ground. Genesee County Soil and Water has worked with the farm to install
numerous drainage and erosion control projects, including diversions and
contour strips. Mark has been dedicated to preventing soil erosion and
conservation efforts have always been at the forefront of the farm’s land
management and crop production. Mark and the entire Cupicha family have
always felt strongly that if you take care of the soil, it will take care of you! 
To recognize the work that has been done, the Cupicha Family Farm was
presented the 2023 Conservation Farm of the Year Award at the Celebrate
Agriculture Dinner on March 16, 2024, at the Alexander Fire Hall. Thank you
Cupicha Family Farm!!

2 0 2 4  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F a r m  o f2 0 2 4  C o n s e r v a t i o n  F a r m  o f
t h e  Y e a r !t h e  Y e a r !

The Cupicha Family Farm with their 
2023 Conservation Farm of the Year Award
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Although you hear about cover crops primarily
being used on farms, they can also be used in
gardens! What exactly are cover crops? They
are any singular or multiple species mix of
seeds that are grown, in the off season, to
cover the soil for enrichment. Recommended
mixes or singular seeds include, but are not
limited to, annual ryegrass, radish, cereal rye,
and oats!

Benefits of cover cropping your garden can
range from controlling erosion, suppressing
unwanted weeds, reducing compaction,
increasing moisture and nutrients, improving
yield, and attracting pollinators or other
beneficial insects! 

Interested in trying it out for yourself? Give
the office a call at 585-343-2362 to purchase
our cover crop mix!

C o v e r  C r o p ,  S e e d  M i x e s ,  &  M o r e !C o v e r  C r o p ,  S e e d  M i x e s ,  &  M o r e !

Why Should You Cover Crop Your Garden?Why Should You Cover Crop Your Garden?

Check out
what else we
have for sale 
at the office!

Cover Crop,
Wildflower, &
Pond Seed Mix

Marking Flags & Tape
(orange/pink)

Tree Tubes,
Stakes, and Mats

Our cover crop mix in a staff’s garden bed!
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Call Us! 
585-343-2362
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Pond 
Workshop
Come join us for our Pond
Workshop with presenter
Lee Frisbee, of Frisbee
Landscaping! 

When?

Where?

September 21st, 2024 
8:30am - 10:30 am

We will be discussing popular pond
topics  such as algae management,
weed management, and general
pond health!

DeWitt Recreation Park
(under the pavilion)

115 Cedar Street
Batavia, NY 14020

**do not need to register prior to event

E v e n t  A n n o u n c e m e n t sE v e n t  A n n o u n c e m e n t s   

Invasive Update: Box Tree
 Moth Quarantine

Plant quarantines are to prevent/reduce the risk of
transporting dangerous plant pests and diseases
from one area to another. First reported in NYS in
2021, efforts are still being made to prevent the
spread. Here’s an updated 2024 map of
quarantined states in New York. If you detect any
life stage of Box Tree Moth, please report it to NY
Agriculture and Markets website.
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Save paper by
signing up for digital

newsletters! 
Call us today at
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